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11 Jan: Fundraiser - Feed the Reservists

25 Jan: Detachment Meeting

25 & 26 Jan: R.K. Gun Show
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January Upcoming Events

31 Dec 2024 -01Jan 2025

(Tuesday & Wednesday)
New Year's Eve - New Year's Day
Auld Lang Syne
Poem by Robert Burns
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1. Should auld ac-quaint-ance be

for- got, And nev - erbroughtto mind?

2. And here’s a hand, my trust - y frien’, And gies a hand o' thine,
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Should auld ac-quaint-ance be  for- got, And days of auld lang syne?
We'll take a cup of kind - ness yet for auld___ lang___ syne.
Refrain
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We'll take a cup o kind - ness yet, For auld _ lang _ syne.
| —_—=] .
- oo —e@ t
- 5 < -

Have your favorite adult beverage in-hand and be ready to sing 'Auld
Lang Syne' at the stroke of midnight on New Year's Eve.

The lyrics of 'Auld Lang Syne' are in the Scots language. The title,
translated literally into standard English, is Old Long Since. The



words can be interpreted as since long ago or for old times’ sake, so
basically the lyrics are about old friends (or Marine Corps buddies)
having a drink and recalling adventures they had long ago.

OOHRAH New Year
Brother and Sister Marines!

Semper Fi!

04 Jan 2025 (Saturday)

Chosin Few Social

Northeast Oklahoma’s Chosin Few

Time: 09:00
Dress Code: Civilian Casual

Location: Golden Corral
8144 E 21st St (near 21st & Memorial)

Tulsa, OK 74129
Google map

Now that we've gotten over the excitement of a joyous Merry Christmas with family
and friends and are now resting up in preparation for the parties to welcome in a
GREAT New Year, it is also time to reflect on the future!

And with that, we are only a week away from our first Chosin Few Breakfast

Social of the New Year! That's right, our first social of the year is on the 4th of
January at 0900 at the Golden Corral on 215 Street and Memorial in Tulsa. And with
the New Year, we will continue with our open discussions while still honoring out
veterans and their accomplishments. And if you have a specific veteran that you
would like to remember and honor, just let me know. We will all be happy to honor
them with you!

Our long-range weather forecast is now showing a very good chance of rain with
temps only reaching the high 40s. But it will be dry and warm inside, so looking
forward to another great social time with all.

Semper Fi
Paul McWilliams
918-633-7031



https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmvnz944ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001NlZdMlCzQlb2trQFRj0xsAUSaEvd8_MjoEGMUpmSvTGVp4Ojn4POV9Q0b2RlhL7IKup1nNpUd25AcFZzbSfZWnpaxj5jWjiYmkFCqvFMwekT6ZuWOJu4pGcxbtYedhtGB-6_k_RVJnz_952FblS0IeokU1JUfB5YF-PW9eRaa-pH7roZcGHncCGSckPmg5-Ufo1TtjQLceeQNE2kPGNLeKzn-5noontPd-00QPJButsQL2604FCwFIsVBS2p9sCg4GRRfByUdcd06pS2BfDxBJSrA7zAnRkaRlVWNnT3Mt0wOp6LncLzP6efCO2k7x0LEKSE66BQJRraUM6jD87egXUsflBu0GWENCFcNEiQGUwIjCt5lLXdOYpojvkN7ubuxNksGBUX8Q01RjuFNE09q1c-BWRcTfNKvwAv6FgvE8zsBb_D1k4JbQZP-cMTr3s-wgGWQ81w6MOUTRdrS53NkhHkN5G13SZPAoz75ID7UZJPJDL-DvnXF3xOqye0q_bo88vhfV1uUQsomYK3qizLBetKa6WzJoxY%26c%3DaGO2gbcZFTP08FEq1rT-QS6MEgcrbjpVpjH5l_Ks9f3roxY5HezTig%3D%3D%26ch%3DMDytVIFHblBs_w1XjxBdgJGx-VJTuIMTElMCHUDhQDXjYKVBMsm8aQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7C4c8201592ece44807c1608dd29a42989%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638712507293269032%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nGS9LhvNxMtWN%2BwEoVh5L6LRlMsx1QvGG%2B3p%2BmCVUx8%3D&reserved=0

04 & 05 Jan 2025 (Saturday & Sunday)

Gun Show

SASS APPROVED
PROTECT & PROVIDE

Side Gate Lever Action Rifle

Time: 09:00 - 17:00 Saturday
09:00 - 16:00 Sunday

Dress Code: Official Detachment Uniform (MCL Red Shirt & MCL
Cover)

Location: Exchange Center at Expo Square
4145 E 21st St

Tulsa, OK 74114
Google map

Another one of our important rifle raffle fundraisers.

To volunteer contact Scott Williams 918.695.6273
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Feed the Reservists
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Time: 06:30 - 12:00
Dress Code: MCL Red Shirt or Civilian Attire

Location: Armed Forces Reserve Center
26401 E 101st St

Broken Arrow, OK 74014
Google map

This is a fundraiser for the 2025 Marine Corps Birthday Ball.
Volunteers will be working in the kitchen.

To volunteer for this event, contact Charlie Willis 918.960.1176

25 Jan 2025 (Saturday)

Detachment Meeting
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VFW Post 577
1109 E. 6th St.

Tulsa, OK 74120
Google map

Breakfast
08:00 - 09:00

(minimum $10 donation)

Meeting
09:00 - Done

Can't attend the Meeting in person? Join via Zoom
Detachment Zoom Instructions

25 & 26 Jan 2025 (Saturday & Sunday)
R.K. Gun Show

SASS APPROVED
PROTECT &PRGVIDE

Side Gate Lever Action Rifle

Time: 09:00 - 17:00 Saturday
09:00 - 16:00 Sunday
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Dress Code: Official Detachment Uniform (MCL Red Shirt & MCL
Cover)

Location: Tulsa Fairgrounds - Central Park Hall
1701 S Sandusky Ave

Tulsa, OK 74112
Google map

Another one of our important rifle raffle fundraisers.

To volunteer contact Scott Williams 918.695.6273
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February Upcoming Events

01 Feb: Chosin Few Social

. Golden Corral (near 21st & Memorial)
o Google map
« 09:00 start

22 Feb: Detachment Meeting

. VFW Post 577
o Google map
« 09:00 start

March Upcoming Events

01 Mar: Chosin Few Social
. Golden Corral (near 21st & Memorial)
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o Google map
« 09:00 start

07 Mar: Registration Deadline

Southern Division Conference

. Registration form will be provided as soon as it becomes
available

14 - 15 Mar: Southern Division Conference

. NCED Conference Center & Hotel (Norman, OK)
. The Southern Division is comprised of the States of Texas,
Oklahoma, and Arkansas

o Google map

22 Mar: Detachment Meeting

« VFW Post577
« Google map
« 09:00 start

24 & 25 Mar: R.K. Gun Show

 Tulsa Exchange Center
o Google map
« 09:00 start

Last Month's Events

05 Dec - 13 Dec - Toys for Tots
Toy Collection and Distribution

Marines loading U-Haul trucks at the QuikTrip Corporate Office.
QuikTrip donated more toys than 1 truck could hold.
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QuikTrip also provided approximately 25 '‘QT Elves'
to bag and deliver the toys out to the trucks.

Toy distribution outside the Reserve Center building



Paul McWilliams served as the Marine Corps League primary contact
with Gunny Toney for the Reserve Unit's Toys for Tots campaign this

year.

The program was a success and all requests for toys were answered and
filled.

06 Dec - Anti Tank Unit
Change of Command

3

Major Comstock receiving his medal (left) Passing the colors (right)



Major Benjamin Steiger

The Marine Forces Reserve in Broken Arrow conducted a Change of
Command ceremony to transition the authority of command
from
Major Kenton Comstock
to
Major Benjamin Steiger

CLICK HERE to learn more about Major Steiger

07 Dec - Chosin Few Social

USMC
CHOSIN FEW

KOREA WAR VETS
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Group photo of December's attendees

Paul McWilliams speaking to the group

The Chosin Few Social was well-attended in December. Topics discussed
included the upcoming presentation for a Medal of Honor recipient from
the Chosin Few conflict, as well as the importance of trusts in estate
planning.

Mary Anne McWilliams also invited everyone to join the All Veterans
Association meetings that take place every Thursday morning at 09:30
at Kirk of the Hills Church located at 4102 E 61st St, Tulsa, OK 74136.

07 Dec - Detachment Christmas Party
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The Ugly Sweater Group



The best available photo of Brady Orr |

Chris Blake conducting Dirty Santa



Rus Anderson being sworn in as Detachment Commandant by Randy Rigg

The 2024 Detachment Christmas Party was well attended this year.
The party began with a short formal meeting to install the 2025
elected and appointed Officers of the Detachment.

Food was provided by the Steer Inn, as well as a lively Dirty Santa
gift exchange and the camaraderie of everyone associated with our
beloved Corps.

A good time was had by all.
Albert E. Schwab Detachment #857
2025 Officers
Commandant

Russ Anderson

(918) 232-0118 rus.anderson58@gmail.com

Senior Vice-Commandant
Marcus Flores
(562) 881-7371 usmc8491@gmail.com

Junior Vice-Commandant
Brady Orr
(918) 282-9149 bradyorr74@outlook.com

Staff Judge Advocate
Christopher ‘Stretch’ Campbell

(918) 951-6955 christophercampbell30@yahoo.com


mailto:rus.anderson58@gmail.com
mailto:usmc8491@gmail.com
mailto:bradyorr74@outlook.com
mailto:christophercampbell30@yahoo.com

Junior Past Commandant
Bob Pittman
918) 697-2453 bobcpittman@gmail.com
( gmail.com

Adjutant
Brenda Baker

(918) 519-4170 adj@mcl857.org

Chaplain
Chris Blake

(918) 409-9402 mcblake57 @gmail.com

Paymaster
Joe Menninger
(615) 419-0238 paymaster@mcl857.org

Quartermaster / Ships Store
Vanessa Shackelford

(918) 629-8398 gtr@mcl857.org

Sgt At Arms
Charles Willis

(918) 960-1176 saa@mcl857.org

Public Affairs
Keith Wiesman

(918) 924-6766 pao@mcl857.org

07 & 08 Decand 21 & 22 Dec - Gun Shows

SASS APPROVED
PROTECT & PROVIDE

Side Gate Lever Action Rifle

Both shows in December were lightly attended, but Scott Williams and
his team still managed to raise a descent amount of money.

Ooh Rah!

14 Dec - Wreaths Across America
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MCL Members honoring deceased Detachment Member Thurman R. Loyd
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MCL Members honoring Albert E. Schwab



Rus Anderson being interviewed by Fox23 News

The Wreaths Across America ceremony began at 11:00 in the cemetery
Chapel with the presentation of the Colors. Captain Yolanda Daves of the
Civil Air Patrol narrated the ceremony, which included 25-year Air
Force Veteran and City of Jenks Mayor Cory Box as the featured speaker.

Wreaths were laid outdoors at Veterans' graves, including Detachment
Members buried at Memorial Park and at the grave of our Detachment's
namesake Albert E. Schwab.

Schwab's ceremony included a reading of his Medal of Honor Citation
and the playing of taps.

CLICK HERE to view Schwab's citation

FOX

Fox23 News was there to cover the event.

CLICK HERE to view the video and print article

More
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Year-End Letter from our
National Commandant

CLICK HERE to view the letter

2025 Marine Corps Commemorative Coins
Striking Event

Last week, the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation participated in a historic
ceremonial coin striking event at the United States Mint in Philadelphia. This
special occasion marked the production of the 2025 Marine Corps
Commemorative Coins, a tribute to 250 years of Marine Corps service, sacrifice,
and legacy.

During the event, MajGen James Lukeman, USMC (Ret), MCHF President and CEO,
joined Kristie McNally, Deputy Director of the U.S. Mint, and General Christopher
Mahoney, Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps, to officially strike the coins.
The collection includes a $5 gold coin, a $1 silver coin, and a half-dollar clad coin,
each designed to honor the values and traditions that have defined the Marine
Corps since 1775.

The commemorative coins will be available for purchase beginning January 2,
2025, with proceeds supporting the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation’s mission
to preserve and share Marine Corps history.

View the photo album here »

Sign up for the U.S. Mint | B l”’ '

email list to learn more ’r
about the program and be ’ ' (

among the first to know

when the coins become
available. . " .
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CLICK HERE to sign up for the email list

Military Installation Access

MILITARY
ON!=SOURCE

The Department of Defense (DOD) in partnership with the Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today an improved installation
access process for veterans and caregivers eligible for medical
appointments, shopping at commissaries and exchanges, and taking
advantage of certain morale, welfare, and recreation (MWR) services.
Veteran and caregiver eligibility will now be electronically verified
during the installation access process.

CLICK HERE to read the entire document
CLICK HERE for the website and more information

VA News

VA is making changes to the online sign-in process. In 2025, you’ll need
to use a Login.gov or ID.me account to sign in to all VA websites and
apps, including My HealtheVet.

The My HealtheVet sign-in option will be removed after January 31,
2025, and the DS Logon option after September 30, 2025. Here is a link
to more information.

[ have been using ID.Me for more than a decade. Takes a bit to get signed

up, but the identification is used across quite a few federal agencies.
Respectfully,
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Bob Borka
National Executive Director/COO
Marine Corps League

Additionally: I recently transitioned to Login.gov to access info for my

benefits with the Social Security Administration.
Keith Wiesman

Navy Corpsmen
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Here is some background on our beloved Navy Corpsmen, men like our
own Doc Young.

Beginning in World War II, corpsmen who served with the Fleet Marine
Force would go through boot camp with the U.S. Marine Corps. This
gives them the skills they need to act as a field medic on the battlefield.
They were also trained in combat skills to protect themselves and their
comrades if necessary.

In the field, these Fleet Marine Force (FMF) corpsmen helped provide
emergency first aid to wounded Marines. By quickly disinfecting and
bandaging wounds, treating burns, and setting broken bones, corpsmen
helped ensure their buddies would survive the trip from the battlefield
to a hospital ship. Corpsmen would often help lead the wounded back to
aid stations, where Navy doctors could provide more intensive care.
Wounded Marines would then be sent to a hospital ship, and finally a
U.S. Navy hospital for recovery.

In wartime, both sides usually try to avoid purposely attacking medical
personnel. According to the Geneva Conventions, any doctors, medics,
nurses, or corpsmen are not supposed to carry weapons, and must
display a red cross insignia on their person or helmet to show they are a
noncombatant.

CLICK HERE To read the entire article
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Vet Tix

Vet Tix is a national 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to

providing thousands of free tickets to veterans and service members
(including Reserve and Guard) to put them in empty seats at games and
events across the nation.

This nonprofit channels more than 95 percent of its revenues directly
into programs, and since 2008 has distributed more than 26.1 million
free tickets to over 2,188,528 VetTixers.

CLICK HERE for the Vet Tix website
CLICK HERE if you are interested in becoming come a Vet Tix member

Detachment Birthdays in January

C. Scott Williams
Billy Curts

Chris Feltz

Hal Morris

Jim Richard

Please join me in wishing these 5 individuals a Happy Birthday.

2025 0OSU and OU Home Football Games
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Here are the dates for home college football games that are scheduled
for these two universities that we know as of today.

The Detachment will try to avoid scheduling events on these dates
whenever possible.

30 Aug: OSU vs UT Martin & OU vs lllinois State
06 Sep: OU vs Michigan

20 Sep: OSU vs Tulsa & OU vs Auburn

05 Oct: OU vs Kent State

11 Oct: OU vs Texas (in Dallas)

25 Oct: OU vs Ole Miss

22 Nov: OU vs Missouri

29 Nov: OU vs LSU

OSU also has 4 home games in a row in October and November vs
Baylor, Houston, Kansas State, and lowa State. The dates for these
games are TBA (To Be Announced).

Follow our Detachment on Social Media:

LinkedIn
Facebook

Public Affairs Officer's Contact Info

Name: Keith Wiesman

Email: PAO@MCL857.0rg
Phone: 918.924.6766
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