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A Message From Our Detachment Commandant:

Marines,

Think outside the box! That's exactly what John Camp did, and as a result put together an
amazing day of not only fun and fellowship for the Detachment but honoring one of the
most iconic moments in Marine Corps History! Twenty-two members and wives loaded a
bus at the VFW for a ride up to Shangri-La to the Iwo Jima Memorial where we met several
other members, as well as a good number of local folks who showed up for the event. All in
all, there were about sixty in attendance for the event, which was covered by Fox23

News. Afterwards, we retired to The Anchor for food and fellowship! If you missed it, you
missed a great time! It was a great opportunity to get to know members of the Detachment
a little better and spend time outside the meeting room having fun. But most importantly,
we honored one of our most important events in the Iwo Jima Flag Raising. Thanks to John
Camp for coming up with this great idea and for him and Keith Wiesman for putting it
together and pulling it off. Also, thanks to Charles Willis for getting the bus from Owasso
Public Schools for us to be able to ride together up to the event. I think all agreed that was
one of the best parts of the day!

This is just a start. What else? What ideas do you have that we can do to increase our
camaraderie, honor our Marine Corps traditions and let the community know who we
are? Think outside the box. If you have an idea, bring it to the table. We'll bounce it around
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that table and see where it lands. But our big ask is that if you didn't make this one, please

plan on making the next one. The more the merrier!

Semper Fi!
Rus Anderson
Commandant

il

March Calendar

01 Mar: Chosin Few Social

03 Mar: Veterans' Breakfast at BBD2
05 Mar: Sands of Iwo Jima - Movie

06 Mar: All Veterans Assoc Gathering
06 - 08 Mar: Sapulpa Chieftain Cup

07 Mar: Southern Division Conference Registration and
Hotel Deadline

10 Mar: Veterans' Breakfast at BBD2

13 Mar: Major Mullins Speaking Engagement

13 Mar: All Veterans Assoc Gathering

13 - 15 Mar: Southern Division Conference
15 Mar: Pearl Harbor Survivor's Breakfast Social
15 - 16 Mar: R.K. Gun Show (Rifle Raffle)

22 Mar: Detachment Meeting

22 Mar: Tulsey Town Two-Step

25 Mar: Medal of Honor Day Ceremony

26 Mar: Oklahoma Veterans Advisory Forum Meeting
(Inaugural)

28 Mar: Trivia Night for JROTC

28 - 30 Mar: Backwoods Hunting & Fishing Expo (Rifle
Raffle)
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March Event Details

01 Mar 2025 (Saturday)
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Chosin Few Social

Northeast Oklahoma’s Chosin Few

Time: 0900
Dress Code: Civilian Casual

Location: Golden Corral
8144 E 21st St

Tulsa, OK 74129

Google map

Chosin Few Breakfast Social on the 1st of March at 0900 at the Golden Corral on
215t Street and Memorial in Tulsa. And as we discussed before, we will continue with
our open discussions while still honoring our veterans and their accomplishments
during this new year. And if you have a specific veteran that you would like to
remember and honor, just let me know. We will all be happy to honor them with you!

Our long-range weather forecast is showing a nice sunny day with temps reaching
the mid 60s. Looking forward to another great social time with all.

Semper Fi
Paul McWilliams
918-633-7031

03 Mar 2025 (Monday)
and
10 Mar 2025 (Monday)

Veterans' Breakfast at BBD2

Time: 0800
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Dress Code: Civilian Casual

Location: BBD2
8218 S Harvard Ave
Tulsa, OK 74137
Google map

Just good eating, coffee and lots of fun & laughs (most arrive at 7:30 and
we order around 8)

05 Mar 2025 (Wednesday)

Sands of Iwo Jima - Free Movie Showing
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Sands of Iwo Jima

Now showing for free Wed 3/5 at noon.

Haunted by personal demons, Marine Sgt.
John Stryker is hated and feared by his men,
who see him as a cold-hearted sadist. But
when their boots hit the beaches, they begin
to understand the reason for Stryker's rigid
form of discipline. FREE admission for all.

Rescheduled from 19 Feb due to weather.

06 Mar 2025 (Thursday)
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and
13 Mar 2025 (Thursday)

All Veterans Association Gathering

Time: 0930
Dress Code: Civilian Casual

Location: Kirk of the Hills Church
4102 E 61st St

Tulsa, OK 74136
Google map

Guest Speaker: TBA

06 - 08 Mar 2025 (Thursday - Saturday)

Civilian Marksmanship Program (CMP)
2025 Sapulpa Chieftain Cup
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Host: Sapulpa High School MCJROTC

Location: Sapulpa High School
3 South Mission St
Sapulpa, OK 74066
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Google map

Match Director: LtCol Bill Shannon (Ret)
918.954.6031

This rifle match contains events that award Excellence in Competition
(EIC) points for the Civilian Marksmanship Program. This match is for
points in the EIC type: AIRRIFLE3P.

CLICK HERE for more information on the Civilian Marksmanship Program

The MCJROTC unit is also competing in:
. adrone competition on 29 Mar in the DFW, TX area
. adrill meet/rifle match 03 - 06 Apr in Amarillo, TX

07 Mar 2025 (Friday)

Southern Division Conference
Registration and Hotel Reservation Deadline

If you haven't already, and plan to attend, this is the deadline to register
for the event and make hotel reservations to receive the discounted
room rate of $134.

The forms can be found on Sooner Detachment 559's website: mcl-
559.org.

If you need help with either form, call Public Affairs Officer

Keith Wiesman at 918.924.6766.

13 Mar 2025 (Thursday)
Major John Mullins Speaking Engagement
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Time: 1000 - 1130
Dress Code: HSchool Appropriate

Location: Sapulpa High School Auditorium
3 South Mission St

Sapulpa, OK 74066
Google map

LtCol Bill Shannon has arranged a professional engagement
opportunity to meet one of the incredible men who was a Green Beret
assigned to MACV-SOG during the Vietnam War. This was the secret
war conducted during the war, taking place over the borders of South
Vietnam into the North, as well as Cambodia and Laos.

In our very own backyard is MAJ John Mullins, US Army (Ret). Not
only did MAJ Mullins serve in SOG, he was also part of Operation
PHOENIX, another classified operation in Vietnam.

Seating is limited.
Watch your email inbox
later today for an invitation to the event

CLICK HERE for the Oklahoma History Center article on John Mullins

13 - 15 Mar 2025 (Thursday - Saturday)

Southern Division Conference
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Location: Embassy Suites by Hilton Oklahoma

City Northwest
3233 Northwest Expressway

Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Google map
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SOUTHERN DIVISION
2025 CONFERENCE AGENDA

I —
Thursday, March 13, 2025

Event Time Event Antendance Location
1200 - 1700 |Early Registration | (= JLobby
1600 - 1800 [MODD Early Registration |#ooD JLobby
1700- 1900 [Hotel hospitality (Complimentary beverages & snacks)  JMCL JLobby

*At Call of SDNVC Commandant, MCL: President, MCLA; Chief Dewil Dog, MODD

Friday, March 14, 2025

Event Time Event Attendance Location
IDIEOO - 0730 |Free Hotel Breakiast IHCUHCLA IHmeL Restaurant
|om-11au |Membarship Free time - Tour OKC - Silent Auction Bidding IRC:. ICIIENu
1300 - 1600 |School of Instruction #1, #2, #3 (Dept Commandants) |HCI_ Salon E
1700 - 1900 Hotel hospitality (Complimantary evening beverags & MCLMCLA |Lobby
snacks)
1900 -2100 |#559 Hospitality Suite MCLMCLA |#559 Hospitality Room TBD

Saturday, March 15, 2025
Event Time Event Attendance Location
fos00 - 0730 |Free Hotel Breakdast [McumeLa  |Restaurant
fo745- 0755 [Formation Muster / Photos MCLMCLA _[Existing Hotel Flag area
0800 - 0810 |Morning Colors MCLMCLA |Parking Lot area by flag
0800 - 1000 |Registration MCLMCLA [Outside Salon E
foa30- 0950 [Memaovial Service MCL |satonE
foos0 - 1000 |Break [ALL HANDS
1000 - 1125 |Nomination and Caucus MCL ISaan E
1125- 1300 |Lunch ALL HANDS JOKC area
1300 - 1450 |Election MCL Salon E
1450 - 1500 |Break JALL HANDS
MHMODD R-EEI!.T.I’#[IM & Growd, Sulent Aucton Ends. Items must be
1500 - 1600 cdond ums Badoos 1830 MODD IReuBud!Sal.nnE
1600 - 1630 [Clean up for MODD (Silent Auction pick up ends at 1630) |MODD Iﬂeu Bud / Salon E
Dinner Buffet (GOH , Honorable 615t Chief Dewvil Dog PDD I
1800 - 21 M
800 - 2130 ) ) CLUMCLA  [SalonE

*At Call of SDNVC, MCL; Chief Devil Dog, MODD, President, MCLA



* Assistant Division Vice Commandant e ENDORSED BY
Southern Divison '
PNC Helen Hicks Past National Vice Commandant
* Co-Host Southern Division
The Texas Scuttlebutt Radio Show Past Department of ) '
Texas Commandants Jim Howington
* Commandant | 3.5 years
Tijerina Detachment #1295 Charles Ynman Johnny Gothard

* Judge Advocate | 3 years Robert Ogg
Department of Texas
James Harvey

* Retired - Fireman and L.E.O

Sugar Land / Rosenberg, Texas Patrick Murray
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15 Mar 2025 (Saturday)

Pearl Harbor Survivor's Breakfast Social



Time: 0900
Dress Code: Civilian Casual

Location: Olie's Station
4070 SW Blvd

Tulsa, OK 74107
Google map

Just good fellowship while honoring our survivors

15 - 16 Mar 2025 (Saturday & Sunday)
R.K. Gun Show - Rifle Raffle

IR¥CsHowsy

Times:
0900 - 1700 Saturday
0900 - 1600 Sunday

Dress Code: MCL Cover, MCL Shirt

Side Gate Lever Action Rifle

Location: Tulsa Exchange Center
4145 E 21st St

Tulsa, OK 74114
Google map

A Raffle Winner will be drawn
on Sunday afternoon at this show.

Contact Scott Williams 918.695.6273 to volunteer.
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22 Mar 2025 (Saturday morning)

Detachment Meeting

Y

VFW Post 577
1109 E. 6th St.

Tulsa, OK 74120
Google map

Breakfast
0800 - 0900

(minimum $10 donation)

Meeting
0900 - Done

Can't attend the Meeting in person? Join via Zoom
Detachment Zoom Instructions

22 Mar 2025 (Saturday evening)
Tulsey Town Two-Step
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmvnz944ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Gz14AfQd1iAgdM-a6ct98eZCMrEhLYrJGTN-V5GdlF3qCYkKDIgSRn_fhl0Na3QEpCelCzpwGNP1u9befmql5MIk_fhOKpMEG1uyxlHU3WgC5poUiMDDmAi3ZDj25I5AaiGI4-o6XG2CBRO4ro38s8mC5cjYv4td1rhC1AuEhe0kCB_pNr8n0uCwTYvlu1e27NZ_BZTfe8y_rehaDLt0ADJpvpBuJnTNzADrkLjh6nzpZB-iF_DBOcIcZmTdsijn%26c%3DUH5aUdn3JG9byhuZAZ7q3S99WLU-6Dwg63l7qg5i0_4hrjUTCws2sw%3D%3D%26ch%3D0v7OSHq7cIr-9X08LbnQ_PPMKcEODm58VWDz4nOHC8XUNhupereDAQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca9e9fe80afe440c4542a08dd5800e417%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638763483065054619%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ozO9Y00MC4Nb%2BJCznISHe7C0KDeRbgfNYGfcGQtKWOI%3D&reserved=0

Time: 1900 Doors Open, 1930 Dance Lessons
2000 Live music

Dress Code: Country Attire

Location: VFW Post 577
1109 E 6th St
Tulsa, OK 74120

Google map

All ages are welcome. Country & Western dance lessons kick off the
evening!

25 Mar (Tuesday)
Medal of Honor (MOH) Day Ceremony

h LU T

Time: 1600



Dress Code: MCL Cover, Red Blazer

Location: Tulsa International Airport
Upper Deck Main Entrance
7777 Airport Drive

Tulsa, OK 74115
Google map

Established by Congress in 1990, this day serves as an opportunity for
us to reflect on the extraordinary courage, sacrifice, and service
displayed by Medal of Honor Recipients throught American history.

Detachment 857 will host a celebration at the PFC Albert E Schwab Hall
inside Tulsa International Airport (airport terminal main entrance,
upper level). Our Detachment namesake Albert E Schwab will be the
featured MOH Recipient, but other Recipients from the State of
Oklahoma will be recognized as well.

Activities include a reading of Schwab's Medal of Honor Citation signed
by President Harry S. Truman, wreath-laying at the Schwab statute,
Color Guard, rifle salute, and the playing of Taps.

Attendance and airport parking are both free.

26 Mar (Wednesday)

OK Dept of Veterans Affairs (ODVA)
OK Veterans Advisory Forum (OVAF)

WA

I{ D RTMENT OF

ANS AFFAIRS
émﬂéwfw

The ODVA has announced the inaugural meeting of the Oklahoma
Veterans Advisory Forum (OVAF), a newly established platform aimed
at fostering collaboration amount veterans-focused nonprofits across
the state.

Time: 1000


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmvnz944ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Gz14AfQd1iAgdM-a6ct98eZCMrEhLYrJGTN-V5GdlF3qCYkKDIgSRp9cdgs21eG8hX2OZQGuodYrWfrc5S1AlM1G4fVB4clF89B0nCz2hyGGQ0BbyqZYoiJzcJNbHH1lKPxI6fUoZfalPzgpMa6HG0SjfqFirVsspjFyuBlVIAKFyJAX1qgHmH6hNG5dhq43fxonC4ZQyI-5tCOb6P3HO4ISb9ByCFYB8Cdg9EAEqrTMbHc_Fz-Tmmo7ZPk_BdW180000T_I2Nye-yln22BoEYiuJbDS4CBNPcHH7ow0UiFUcc-Vqg7L0Tl8_y7kDIoPVTHCCK8fjDVCCl8ysZAA4t4pTenii8x1vJZW6h23L-bsWNRuw8V_D2A-sB81ADjTrrw1IC9F3cKrLhPIUWyQ4vizcEDkC37nFCFeEQ7BVjjg6-i7KIelreiHV43NWCYDGRLSWbkj_cljW_gRzhbyhShAfV1KHHN6RABMCxBoCNe5eloDCOSkPr_Tm6xFTaUsx9I62eFyM98%3D%26c%3DUH5aUdn3JG9byhuZAZ7q3S99WLU-6Dwg63l7qg5i0_4hrjUTCws2sw%3D%3D%26ch%3D0v7OSHq7cIr-9X08LbnQ_PPMKcEODm58VWDz4nOHC8XUNhupereDAQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca9e9fe80afe440c4542a08dd5800e417%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638763483065069260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IAiSrVa1tflYsOH2KO4dyQkcgCwdYvLyS4xsmYIaKNA%3D&reserved=0

Dress Code: MCL Cover, Red Blazer

Location: ODVA Headquarters
2132 NE 36th St

Oklahoma City, OK 73111
Google map

The ODVA encourages all nonprofit organizations serving
Oklahoma's veterans to attend and participate.

Schwab Detachment 857 is sending the Public Relations Officer, but
any Detachment Member is free to attend.

28 Mar (Friday)
Trivia Night

RPN

:
:
!

ML SR

l

SAVE THE DATE B

TRIVIA NIGHT

FRIDAY, MARCH 28, 2025 .
6PM - 9PM |
5 $300/TABLE OR $40/PERSON

. TULSA VFW POST 577 .
| TO9 E. 6TH ST. TULSA, OK

! PROCEEDS SUPPORT LOCAL JROTC STUDENT
: SCHOLARHSHIPS l

X 4 .

| :

!
.

Green Country Military Officers Association of America is hosting Trivia
Night to benefit the Tulsa-area Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps.

R . . 5

Time: 1800 - 1900 Mingle/Food
1900 - 2100 Trivia Competition

Dress Code: Casual

Location: VFW Post 577
1109 E 6th St
Tulsa, OK 74120

Google map


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmvnz944ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Gz14AfQd1iAgdM-a6ct98eZCMrEhLYrJGTN-V5GdlF3qCYkKDIgSRp9cdgs21eG8ykSJ-cBKS4_9nc9NLQthzmxdTjT8djoxX3bUXPbdiprLv63O8ZJrmS_r_7ITKwtmpzLbSXUNsvRWHCaLbh3qtu6QLBtY5_Z49VYSfVTDBN-hobZbvQVMN1lIz6wdf6XGu_qMdleGa_xLKyOrdWlsqnyb-aLFjv2rmXLn2jX8DdrLtQrguAcpC7NjW5fTwVocnAisceWBGkUakkE3mgDpUZq49UfG_gdAXAMLXbwvOvX_GihvRy264bsUEuhq-y85AzjHD--t3QQIcPuc-OPxvSD9cK9m0WVUrIr0D42xmE_0_-U_skFSTCiuAe6UmOWM9ZZkbEeLNJPrvlV8UtsV6-4AP8iWEHv4F6XXPwUT08PPVdy0imzOj01vnrS8tTC93qowUwZZfX7P5pLl9o8uOE4NPR0suDDmjMMdHOpJNwj79VDc3QluycbsKDHExHokr580_gSFi10T5fHx_u12pAFawe0iv6SwWHQhtgnrlChyklOEKrtd1TakTIZpkel7DdR9DMpCYy4%3D%26c%3DUH5aUdn3JG9byhuZAZ7q3S99WLU-6Dwg63l7qg5i0_4hrjUTCws2sw%3D%3D%26ch%3D0v7OSHq7cIr-9X08LbnQ_PPMKcEODm58VWDz4nOHC8XUNhupereDAQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca9e9fe80afe440c4542a08dd5800e417%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638763483065085275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gfrlvh9kE94paBwJfjyES4H0FIouR8S86jeemP1EtEI%3D&reserved=0

Cost: $40 per person or $300 for a table of 8

RSVP email: kay479realestate@gmail.com
CLICK HERE to purchase tickets using th QR Code

28 - 30 Mar (Friday, Saturday, and Sunday)
Backwoods Hunting & Fishing Expo

HUNTINE FISHINE EXP[I

Times:

1100 - 1900 Friday
0900 - 1900 Saturday
1000 - 1700 Sunday

Dress Code: MCL Cover, MCL Shirt

Location: Tulsa Exchange Center
4145 E 21st St

Tulsa, OK 74114
Google map

We anticipate a somewhat different crowd versus what we are used to
seeing at the regularly scheduled gun shows.

Look for the sign up sheet that will be emailed out ext week.

April Upcoming Events

05 Apr: Chosin Few Social

. Golden Corral (near 21st & Memorial)
« Google map
. 0900 start

09 - 12 Apr: Medal of Honor Host City Week

. Gainesville, TX
o Google map
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19 Apr: Tulsey Town Two-Step

. VFW Post 577
o Google map
. 1900 start

23 Apr: Captai Norfleet's Presentation on the

OKC Bombing

. Sapulpa High School
o Google map
. 1000 start

24 Apr: Sapulpa JROTC Awards Ceremony

. Sapulpa High School
« Google map

26 Apr: Detachment Meeting

. VFW Post 577
o Google map
« 0900 start

26 & 27 Apr: Gun Show

 Tulsa Fairgrounds
o Google map
. 0900 start

May Upcoming Events

03 May: Chosin Few Social

. Golden Corral (near 21st & Memorial)
« Google map
. 0900 start

16 May: Eagle Ops Golf Tournament

« Cherokee Hills Golf Club
o Google map

. 0700 checkin, 0800 shotgun start

17 May (morning): Rooster Day Parade

« Broken Arrow, OK
o Google map
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« 1000 start

17 May (afternoon): Detachment Picnic &

Meeting

. Haikey Creek Park
o Google map
. starts immediately after the Rooster Day Parade

17 May (evening): Tulsey Town Two-Step

. VFW Post 577
o Google map
. 1900 start

24 - 25 May: R. K. Gun Show

 Tulsa Fairgrounds
o Google map
. 0900 start

Last Month's Events

01 Feb - Chosin Few Social

’)< Q »J.’
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Northeast Oklahoma’s Chosin Few

Another month where we gathered and remembered our Veterans from
the Battle of the Chosin Reservoir thru socializing and good discussions.

03 Feb - Oklahoma Veteran of the Week
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Speaker Kyle Hilbert (left) presenting the
Certificate of Recognition to Randall
Cornelius at the start of the 60th Legislative From left to right:

session. Keith Wiesman
Randall Cornelius
Donna Cornelius
Rus Anderson

The first order-of-business for Oklahoma's 60th Legislature was to
recognize Marine Corps League, Schwab Detachment 859, Member
Randall Cornelius as Oklahoma's Veteran of the Week.

Congratulations Marine!
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RANDALL E. CORNELIUS

EI]“!EE, Rondall E. Cornelius, a resident from Kelbrille, Oklahoma, jomed the United States
MWarne Corps m January, 1967, and was tramed az an operational pilot i the EF 45 Phantom II and the EF-10B
Skymizht, both providing essential services to the ar war in Vietnam; and

EI]!I’!HE, Randall E. Cornelius, demonstrated excaptional skill and leadership, complating rizorous
flizht trammg and earming his “wngs of gold. " His azsisnments took him from hMarme Corps Air Station El Toro to
combat operations m Vietnam with Marme Compesite Squadron One (WVEICT-1) at Da Nang Amhaze. Hizs rola m
unammead, low-level reconnalzsance missions was crfical to imtellipance gathering afforts. Ha later contributed to
vital logistics operations throoghout the Pacific before conchiding hiz acttve duty at Manne Corps A Station
Cherry Point, Morth Carolina, whers he attamed the rank of Captain; and

EI]!I’!HE, Randall E. Cornelius, Followng his military service, reftumed to Oklzhoma, wherehe bt
a sueceszful career mn the o1l and zas industry. Captam Comehlus 12 an active member of The Albert E. Schwab
Manne Corps League Datachment 837 and the Marme Corps Coordmatimg Counel of Oklahoma. Alonzade his
wife Dorma, he has also been a dedicated supporter of the Sapulpa High School Manne Jumior EOTC.

EI]“!HE, Rondall E. Cornelius, is a devoted husband, father, and srand father, witha famikbe deeply
rooted mn military tradition and 1= among the most honored of zll those m public zarvice: our veterans who have
protacted all Americans from enemiss both foreizn and d omestic; and

E:ﬂﬂ!ﬁﬂ, the State of Oklahoma hold = our veteransz m highest ssteem and appreciates the sacrifices and
contnibutions they have made to preserve our fraed oms and way of life; and

EI]!I’!HE, the Oklahoma House of Fepresentatives takes sreat pride m honermes Randaoll E. Cormedins
az Veteran of the Wesk. )
Now, thergfore, pursuant to the motion of

SPFEAKFR EYIE HILEERT
SENATOR TODD GOLITHARE

the State of Oklahoma extends to

RANDALL E. CORNELIUS
sincere commendations and directs that this citation be presented.

Speaker Kyle Hilbert
Housa District 29

Senator Todd Gollihare

22 Feb 2025 - Detachment Meeting



February's Detachment Meeting covered a number of items

1.

(G2 SN

Presentation of Marine of the Year (MOY) - Rus Anderson and
Associate Member of the Year (AMOY) - Leigh Ann Willis. Rus
and Leigh Ann were also unanimously voted to represent the
Detachment for MOY and AMOY at the Southern Division
Conference in March

. Recognized past years' Marines of the Year and Associate

Members of the Year

. Dept of OK Commandant David Hull provided an update on the

Southern Division Conference, and noted that he would be in
OKC the next day to present a Good Citizenship Award to an
Eagle Scout

. New Member Vincent Keathley was sworn in
. Bob Pittman discussed Route 66 Road Fest and completed a

sign up sheet to work the MCL booth there

. Weydan Flax discussed the JROTC's awards and Trivia Night

fundraiser coming up

. Bill Shannon discussed 3 upcoming events taking place at

Sapulpa High School. Date & Time TBD in March - Major John
Mullins of the Military Assistance Command Vietnam, Studies
and Operation Group

. Terry Funk discussed the bridge dedicated to Veterans of the

Korean War

. John Camp discussed USMC history in February, and presented

a video on Iwo Jima, as well as the ceremony taking place at
Legacy of Liberty Park at Shangri-La Resort Afton, OK



Marines of the Year and Associate Members of the Year - Past Years



Department of Oklahoma Commandant -David Hull

22 & 23 Feb - Gun Show



SASS APPROVED
PROTECT & PROVIDE

Side Gate Lever Action Rifle

* MAC Shows x

ASS APPROY
PROTECT & PREVID!

Side Gate Lever Action Rifle

Scott Williams reported in that the show went well.
$557 net total collected

23 Feb - 80th Anniversary Celebration
Flag Raising on Iwo Jima
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Rus Anderson and Color Guard (above) Bugler (



Challenge Coin - Front & Back

John Camp spearheaded the a ceremony to commemorate the 80th
anniversary of the Flag Raising on Iwo Jima at the Legacy of Liberty
Park. Rus Anderson was the featured speaker.



CLICK HERE to read Rus' speech

Spouses and other family members accompanied a number of
Detachment Members to the event that was publicized locally by The
Grove Sun newspaper, as well as filmed and aired by Fox23 News
Tulsa.

CLICK HERE to view the Fox23 video

After the ceremony, the festivities moved to The Anchor at Shangri-La
for food and beverages, and where Legacy of Liberty challenge coins
were handed out to everyone. Some were lucky enough to get a copy of
the book Patriots in the Pacific signed by Paul Bulten, who was in
attendance.

PATRIOTSw e PAch"!

TRAVELING ON THE WWII MUSEUM
VICTORY IN THE PACIFIC TOUR
WITH 5 WWII VETERANS '

BY EDDY 61BBS. EDWARD GIBBS: PAUL BULTEN,
KENT INOUYE. JIM KESTER, WAYNE SMITH
(THE SOONER SIX)

Group that Rode the Bus to Shangri-La

27 Feb - 01 Mar
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmvnz944ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Gz14AfQd1iAgdM-a6ct98eZCMrEhLYrJGTN-V5GdlF3qCYkKDIgSRp9cdgs21eG8vwQGV0JFaWJoETYeUMnXB4Amx31aGgNagX8Y3NHpXgMLcaBqezdKjPDDoNU8nGktDxW5PCyrOWavWW9lSRKnJf-J6F5-Hhl326zLcGlrNVfRL_J7SiudWgNLaJfAaleGeOAV65zZ5qwbnbd__3Vkf2mvb-9ejhg02W48GlQ8-tE5ZAzk5stkewxM5Q99NOFV3_ENeSWA1jqlcN0C0QtZ-g2n9zF086zf_QNFYPSPR5A2G1OzSglV7kfqa34_cUlH-hfUkUeSLC4%3D%26c%3DUH5aUdn3JG9byhuZAZ7q3S99WLU-6Dwg63l7qg5i0_4hrjUTCws2sw%3D%3D%26ch%3D0v7OSHq7cIr-9X08LbnQ_PPMKcEODm58VWDz4nOHC8XUNhupereDAQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca9e9fe80afe440c4542a08dd5800e417%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638763483065368232%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xG9%2BhSAnhcbbIp2WsDOTPg5osq0upLUpmi23J6gJuV8%3D&reserved=0

2025 National Midwinter Conference

With the conference running through 01 May, details from the event will
be included in the June 2025 Newsletter.

More

VA News

U.S. Department

of Veterans Affairs

CLICK HERE for the 2025 Veterans Benefits Guide

CLICK HERE for information on VA Life Insurance
CLICK HERE for information on VA Benefits and your taxes

CLICK HERE for updated information on Login.gov and ID.me accounts

CLICK HERE for information on Survivors' and Dependents' Educational Assistance

CLICK HERE for information on the VA Resource Navigator

CLICK HERE for information on free entrance to National Parks for Current Military,
Veterans, and Gold Star Families

CLICK HERE for information on VA options to keep your home while navigating
financial hardships

CLICK HERE to view the YouTube video on the VA S.A.V.E. Suicide Prevention Training,
an aid in eliminating Veterans' suicide

Detachment Spotlight
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Chaplain

Chris Blake

Bob Pittman (left) George Petkovich (right)



The time and effort that goes into the duties performed by our
Detachment Chaplain are little understood, and I also believe are
taken for granted by most of us.

So, what exactly does a Detachment Chaplain do?
Chaplain Job Accountability and Responsibilities Include:

. Perform the Duties of a Spiritual Nature

. Visit Sick Members or Families/Correspond Appropriately

. Assist Members and Families at Time of Death (Fallen Marine
Program)

. Provide Notification to Department and National on Deceased
Members

Did you know that it is every
Detachment Member's responsibility
to keep the Chaplain informed
of situations and issues
of need within the Detachment?

"Marines take care of their own"

Here is some background on our current and most-recent
Department Chaplains:

Chris Blake
Detachment Chaplain Dec 2023 - Present

Our current Chaplain, Chris Blake, hasn't kept count of the number of funerals or visits
made since he took over as Chaplain but he has traveled as far away as Fort Scott,
Kansas to honor one of our Detachment Members. Most cemetery visits have been at
Fort Gibson, with the 2 most recent visits during the last week of January and the first
week of February.

Chris was speaking with one of the Sergeants from the Reserve Unit in Broken Arrow
recently, and found out that the unit often gets requests for the services of a Chaplain.
Since the unit does not have a Chaplain, the Sergeant indicated that they have always
had to respond accordingly. That led to a request for Chris to fill in for the unit when
future requests are made by a family, which he accepted. One more way we can support
the Marines at the Reserve Center.

As the Chaplain, and a past Commandant, Chris feels that the Detachment does not do a
good job of keeping track of our older Life Members and regular Members. Discussions
have taken place about returning to the Claremore Veterans Center to visit Marines
residing there, but perhaps more needs to be done. One idea is to create a small team of
Members who would visit the Members who can no longer attend our Detachment
meetings. The Detachment is required to report the status of our Life Members each
year between 01 Jul and 31 Dec, and this is for a couple of reasons. One reason is
financial. We get a small fee from them as those Life Member dues are invested and



provide some return. Another reason is that some Semper Fi magazines do not get
delivered because someone has moved or died and the information is not reported.

Chris feels humbled when he attends a service for a Fallen Marine, whether it is a formal
service in a chapel or a simple graveside service. At a service in early February at Fort
Gibson, the family spoke about their loved one (LCPL Clyde Chandler) and his faith in
God, as well as what a great uncle, father, and grandfather he was. The presentations
made by the Chaplain of the Marine Corps League are simple, but are very much
appreciated by the families of Fallen Marines. (On a side note, Clyde Chandler was Ed
Lawrence's roommate at Saint Simeon's Senior Living Community.)

For Chris representing the detachment as the Chaplain is an honor. He asks each of us to
help and watch for any Member or their family who are in need or may become ill.

Bob Pittman
Detachment Chaplain 2019 - 2023

As Chaplain, Bob was called upon to oversee the funerals of over 20 Marines who were
called to their final duty post. The services sometimes took place at distant locations
from Fort Gibson National Cemetery to Enid.

Bob was officiating services, ensuring that Fallen Marine Ceremonies were conducted,
and interacting with family members and providing them information.

One of the biggest rewards Bob recalled receiving was three years after a service in
Okmulgee. He was approached in Tulsa and thanked for the duties he performed, and he
couldn't have been more surprised.

Bob notes that he was honored to hold the title Chaplain. He believes it is a very
important and moving position.

George Petkovich
Detachment Chaplain 2017 - 2019

George accepted the 'invitation' from then-Commandant Brenda Baker to become the
Detachment Chaplain in 2017. George accepted, thinking all he had to do was invoke the
prayer before and after each meeting. Once he read the responsibilities of the role, he
found that it was much more involved.

He discovered the Chaplain was in charge of the Fallen Marine program, so he began to
research what that entailed. He contacted the state department responsible for licensing
funeral homes, and then methodically reached out to the funeral homes in Northeast
Oklahoma to update our Detachment's files. As he received requests from funeral homes
for Fallen Marine assistance, he continued to make contact with additional funeral
homes in the areas.

George participated in 186 Fallen Marine Ceremonies during his 2-year tour of
duty as Chaplain. That is an average of almost 8 ceremonies per month! (in
addition to the other events in which he participated) The ceremonies took place as
close as Tulsa and Sapulpa, with others much further away including about 50 at the
Fort Gibson National Cemetery. There was usually short notice, with little time to recruit
assistants, so he conducted many ceremonies alone.

Going to local hospitals to visit Detachment Members, as well as home-bound Members,
was another part of the job. He made sure to take snacks or whatever else was needed.

George's time as Chaplain made him realize that it is important to assist the
current Detachment Chaplain whenever possible.




Detachment Personnel Birthdays
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Daniel Campbell Stacy Richard
Wilson Conde William Shannon
Woodrow Crear Mauricio Veliz
William Kogerman John Wagner

Edmond Lawrence

First for the Corps: Female Marine Commands
Silent Drill Platoon

Did you know that in 2023 Captain Kelsey Hastings became the Platoon
Commander for the US Marine Corps' Silent Drill Platoon?

She was the first female to hold that role. Under her leadership, the
Marine unit exemplifies the indomitable will to win thru precise, silent

drill movements.

Defense Department Audits



Marine Corps passes second straight audit as other services lag
behind.

The United States Marine Corps has now passed its audit for a second
straight year, while the rest of the Defense Department is still working
toward that goal.

CLICK HERE to read the article

Marine One

VH-3D VH-60N

VH-92A
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Transition to the Sikorsky VH-92A Patriot Helicopter

Sikorsky, a subsidiary of Lockheed Martin, has been supplying
presidential helicopters since 2014.

The United States Marine Corps Marine Helicopter Squadron One
(HMX-1) is in the process of transitioning to the VH-92A Patriot as its
only helicopter for use in the 'Marine One' role. The first VH-92A flight
as Marine One was on 19 Aug 2024, with the full transition scheduled
to be completed in 2030.

The aging VH-3D helicopters currently being used are set to be
retired completely in 2026. After 2026, the VH-60N helicopters will
continue to be used through at least 2030 due to their ability to
operate in hot and/or high-altitude environments.

HMX-1 currently has 10 VH-92As to support mission tasking. Once
fully transitioned and divested of legacy aircraft, HMX-1 will operate
16 of the VH-92As.

Did you know?
To provide security for the President, Marine One always flies in
a group of up to 5identical helicopters. 1 helicopter carries the
President, and the others serve as decoys.

Follow our Detachment on Facebook

Public Affairs Officer's Contact Info

Name: Keith Wiesman

Email: PAO@MCL857.0rg
Phone: 918.924.6766
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